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TEN TIPS FOR BETTER LEGAL RESEARCH… 
 

    Whether you are a 1L working on Lawyering assignments or a seasoned veteran researching your writing requirement project, these tips can im-
prove your research process: 
 
10) Use the Index.  It’s that little book at the end of a set of resources.  Fumbling your way through without using the index is the first step toward 

frustration. 
 
9) Ask yourself: is this resource organized chronologically or by subject?  Almost all legal research resources are organized either chronologi-

cally or by subject.  Realizing this allows you to better understand the resources you are using. 
 
8) Use the Research Subject Guides located across from the Circulation Desk (and available on the library website).  These guides were created 

to give you a shortcut to finding relevant resources.  Take advantage! 
 
7) Use Meta-Sites when searching on the Internet.  Obviously, this applies only to those who have completed Lawyering I!  Meta-Sites, such as 

the Wheat Law Library website (http://www.ku.edu/cgiwrap/kulaw/libraryindex.php) and Washlaw (www.washlaw.edu), save valuable time 
because all of the links you need are there on one page. 

 
6) Use Secondary Sources.  Nine times out of ten, somebody struggling with primary resources could benefit immensely from taking a step back 

and looking at the big picture with a good secondary source. 
 
5) Browse the stacks.  If you find a resource that you like, take a look at the call number.  If you go to the corresponding section in the stacks you 

are likely to find several more excellent resources.  Keyword searching the online catalog simply cannot replicate this. 
 
4) When you don’t know where to start, Google.  This is heresy to old-school researchers, but Internet search engines can save a lot of research 

time when used properly.  “Properly,” in this context, means do not rely upon them to the exclusion of all other resources!   
 
3) Utilize official government resources.  Courts, legislatures, and agencies are continuously expanding their online offerings.  When dealing 

with a government entity, looking them up on the web is a no-brainer. 
 
2) Always start early.  Quality legal research always takes longer than originally planned.  If you doubt this, take a look around the library the 

week before the Open Memo is due—it is not a pretty sight. 
 
1) Ask a Librarian.  That is what we are here for! 
 
 
 

2005 FALL SEMESTER LIBRARY HOURS 

 

Reference Assistance is generally available when library is open. 
Note: Hours subject to change as needed 
 
October 16 - November 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . .         REGULAR HOURS              
 
November 22 - November 26 . . . . . . . . . . .          THANKSGIVING RECESS HOURS                 
               Tues. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm  
               Wed. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm  
               Thur. - Sat. CLOSED  
 
November 27 - December 2 . . . . . . . . . . . .          REGULAR HOURS              
 
December 3 - December 16. . . . . . . . . . . . .         EXAM HOURS     
               Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 1:00 am  
               Sat. 8:00 am - 1:00 am  
               Sun. 10:00 am - 1:00 am  
               EXCEPT Dec. 16 7:30 am - 5:00 pm  
 
December 17 - January 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . .          WINTER RECESS HOURS                 
               Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm  
               Sat. - Sun. CLOSED  
               (CLOSED Mon. Dec. 26, Jan. 2, & Jan. 16) 
 
January 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .          RESUME REGULAR HOURS            
 

BLUEBOOK RELAYS A 
SMASHING SUCCESS ONCE 
AGAIN 
Thanks go to everyone who participated in 
the Barber Emerson Blue-
book Relays on Friday, Oc-
tober, 28.  The Relays are a 
great tradition and just one 
of the reasons that KU Law 
is such a great place to be.  Our own Jeff 
Montgomery, Serials Manager, organizes 
the event every year and helps to arrange 
the prizes through Barber Emerson, a local 
Lawrence law firm.  Thanks for all of your 
hard work, Jeff! 
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Carolyn Clark - Instructional & Research Services Attorney 
Joseph Custer - Associate Director & Head of Collection Develop-
ment 
Katherine Greene - Automation & Acquisitions Librarian 
Su Johnson - Circulation Department Manager 
Joyce A. McCray Pearson - Library Director & Associate Professor 
of Law 
Robert Mead - Head of Public & Faculty Services 
Jeff Montgomery - Serials Department Manager 
Allison Reeve - Library Assistant 
Charles Rigdon - Technology Support 
Christopher Steadham - Research & Reference Services Attorney 
Marsha Tiemann - Cataloging Manager 
Gale Troth - Accountant I 
Pamela Tull - Outreach Services Librarian 
Lauren Van Waardhuizen - Library Assistant 
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RESOURCE-MOVE UPDATE: 
 
The Newspaper Rack has been moved to the 
2nd Floor Reference Area.  Take a break 
from the books and see what is going on in 
the world.   
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